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The Commission fro?^ God, of the Missionary Enterprise^ against the 
Sin of Slavery; and the Resjjonsibility on the Church and Miu" 
» istry for ^ts fulfilment. 

The foundation of the argument which it ie my desire to present on this occasion, 
together with its application to our hearts and consciences, is contained in the great 
Missionary Psalm, the seveAty-second. In that glowing, radiant, and central portion 
of God's word, a righteous judgment of the poor, the oppressed, and the children oi 
the needy, and the redemption of their souls from deceit and violence, together with 
the breaking in pieces of the oppressor, are stated as the great results of the coming 
of the Redeemer's kingdom. The object and work of the Missionary Enterprise, as 
being God'.s appointed agency for the prevalence of rightcousn«»ss, and against 
oppression, and the consequent responsibility and duty of those who manage it, are 
definitely and undeniably presented m this remarkable passage. Oppressionj with its 
attendant deceit aad violence, is the main thing here forbidden, and the care and de* 
liverance of those trodden down beneath it is the main thing demanded. 
The destruction of the oppressor and the redemption of the oppressed, and 
of the children oi the needy, are the grand fruits and proof of a genuine Clirigtiasity, 
the inevitable results of its triumph. 

It is clear, then, that where this sin of oppression most prevails, there the work of 
Missionary Enterprise is most needed, there this triumph of Christianity is to bt 
most completely demonstrated, there is the great scerio of its conflicts and its power, 
and there its genuineness is to be most thoroughly tested. The conclusion from this 
' Psalm is inevitable, that when God's Kingdom comes, when the Missionary Ewter- 
prise advances, there must be either repentance and the enunciation of this great 
sin, or the breaking in pieces of the oppressing nation. But the Missionary Enter- 
prise advances by God's trutA, and can accomplish these glorious pi-edictxid results 
only by the application of God's word to those very forms of sin, that in andtliroyglj 
the prevalence of Christ's Missionary Kingdom are to be destroyed. In the light of 
that word, and by its condemning power, the peculiarity and greatness of the sin of 
oppression, ia its intensest form, in our own country, as our own sin, must be de- 
monstrated. 

If you would see at a glance how the fire oi God's word shoots its lightnings 
against this sin, you have but to take your concordance, and run through the pas- 
sages under the head of oppression with its cognate terms, and you will be satisfied. 
The blessed old Hebrew language never had a word for slavery, nor a term for 
slave ; it was too free and sacred to admit it, the reality itself never being permitted 
of the Almighty. And the unlimited reprobation and wrath of Jehovah against thia 
sin are manifested in passages so multiplied and direct, and by inferences unavoidable 
from so many other passages,»and by historical instances so blazing with solemn and. 
terrible evidence that it is impossible in this brief hour even to refer to them. The 
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Hebrews had a fugitive slave law, but it was in behalf of the fugitive, on purpose to 
preserve him from being returned to his master. " Thou shalt not deliver unto his 
master the servant which is escaped from his master unto thee. lie shall dwell 
with thee, oven among you, in that place which he shall choose in one of thy gates 
where it liketh him best; thou shall not oppress him." The sending of 4he fugitive 
servant back to his waster is stigmatized as oppression, and forbidden of God. Put 
this alongside of the Fugitive Slave Law in these United States, and the indication 
of God's judgment in regard to it is unmistakable ; the reprobation of our h^gislation 
by the Almighty cannot be denied. 

Again, " He that stealeth a man, and selleth him, or if he be found in his himds, 
ho shall surely be put to death.'* This is the extremest, most wicked, most diabol- 
ical form of oppression, and God sets it, as a,crime, in the same catalogue with mur- 
der. By the terms of this declaration, and and the conclusions from it, by a logic 
impregnable, and not to be evaded, the whole system and sin of American slavery 
is man-stealing, and ours is this guilt, adjudged of God to be worthy of the punish- 
ment of death. That which is piracy by the divine law, w6 have adopted as the 
common law and justice of our country. That which is marked of God's law for 
the reprobation of the Gospel, (men-stealers being set down with whoremongers and 
murderertJ for the condemnation of the Gospel according to the law), we have en- 
throned and sanctioned as our capital all-controlling policy and legislation. The 
"Word of God reproves and condemns vas from beginning to end. 

"Ye shall not oppress the stranger." "Cease to do evil, learn to do. well." 
" Seek judgment, relievo the oppressed." " Because yo trust in oppression, there- 
fore this iniquity shall be your ruin." " Put away from the midst of thee the yoke." 
" Is not this the fast that I have chosen, that ye let the oppressed go free, and break 
every yoke ? ' The wrath of the Almighty is " the heritage of oppressors." " Which 
oppress the poor, which crush the needy, but say to their masters, Bi-iMg, and let us 
drink.'' The people of the land have used oppression, have oppressed the stranger 
wrongfully, have not proclaimed liberty, every man to his neighbour ; therefore " I 
proclaim a liberty for you, saith the Lord to the sword, the petstilence, and the 
famine." 

In the very last pi'ophecy of the coming of the Lord to reign in righteousness, to 
revive and. spread true piety, he declares, " I will conjo near to you to judgment, and 
I will bo a swift witness against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the 
widow and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, not fearing 
me, saith the Lord. Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and 
the wicked." And God speaks of the flock of the oppressed, whose possessors slay 
them, and hold themselves not guilty, and they that sell them say, " Blessed be the 
Lord, for I am rich;" and their own shepherds pity them not; and God says that 
he will smite that land and all its inhabitants without pity, and will cut off those 
shepherds. 

But the sin is too plain, too glaring, to need a repetition of the thousand proofs of 
its wickedness in the sight of God. Oppression, the reign of the oppressor, the 
trampling of society and law upon the poor and needy, the oppression and destruction 
of the children of the needy, their bondage and degradation under deceit and violence, 
arc forma of sin, especially when orgauizid and national, that cannot consist with 
the advancement of true Christianity. 

A slave-holding Christianity, by this demonstration, is a forgery and (ixlsehood, a 
corruption of religion, a defiance of the living God, a libel upon the gospel, and a per- 
version of it for the sanction and protection of some of the worst forms of human 
wickedness and misery. By the testimony of God's word, and the verdict of man- 
kind, the climax of oppression, the consummation of its malignity, and the concen- 
tration of all its evils is personal slavery, the buying and selling of men, the claiming, 
holding, and making merchandise of human bemgs as property. 



JULY. 1858. 



171 



What makes tliis iniquity more droadftil with us than anywhere else, more ofTcn- 
sive to God, more injurious to man, is its descent upon the children, its enshrino- 
nicnt and perpetuity as the la^v of the domestic state, the controlling law of society. 
What gives comprehensiveness and accumulation to its dominion, and bitterncfis to 
its intensity, is the hwv of hereditary permanence and immutability, foredooming 
innocent children for its curse. The whole family relation, the whole domest ic fiUito 
ia poisoned, is perverted ar.d prostituted by it, and turned into an engine of mer- 
chandise and misery. What God meant should be the source and inspiralion of 
happiness, becomes the fountain of sin and woe. God setteth the solitary in fam- 
ilies ; but the independence, the mutual endearment, the sacred relationships and 
obligations of members of the family circle to one another and to God, are elejuents 
of holiness and happiness that cannot exist in a slave's household. 

By the nature of slavery, by its remorseless consecration of all capacities and obli- 
gations, from birth till death, to the owner, the sacred names of husband, wife, 
faUier, mother, son, daughter, arc themselves cliattelized, and become merely the 
exponents of various forces and values in the owner's property. The family rela- 
tions and aflcctions of slavery, being subjected in a Christian State and community 
to the will, the avarice, the necessities an.d passions of the slaveholder, arc made, just 
like all things of facult}', capacit}', intelligence, forcoj emotion, and sensibility in the 
slave, articles of pecuniary worth alone, of brirter and sale, with refei'ence to the mar- 
ket value, and for future inciuase ; and this constitutes .'i violation of God's arrange- 
ments for the good of his creatures, and an anomaly of heaven-defying wickedness, 
ton thousand times worse than the family chaos of savage life, or the ignorance and 
cruelt}' of heathenism. Our iniquity in the sanction and support of slavery is pre- 
eminently this of the wholesale oppression aiid sacrifice of children. Wc become a 
people of menstcalers in perpetuating this iniquity. 

But the great terror of such oppression is its work upon the soul. In its perfeo- 
lion it sepai'ates between the soul and God. ft sets a practically omnipotent humaa 
master, owner, in the place of God. If that owner of the piece of htunan property 
is an irreligious man, a servant of Satan, the cliattelism of the slave becomes fatal 
to liis soul, for he cannot obey his master and obey God. The systcnj of chutteiism, 
of property in man, interpreted by the master, and applied and carried out by his 
passions, his avarice, his lusts, is the destruction of the soul both of the master and 
the slave. They go down to the pit together. The slave is destroyed by obeying 
the master, the master is doubly destroyed by compelling the slave into such obedi- 
ence. It is impossible to answer the demand.'? and obey the statutes of the system 
of slavery, and at the same time to obey God. It is impossible to be truly the 
slave of man and yet^to be a Chi'istian. And therefore the goppel ol Christ declares, 
Ye are bouglit with a price, bo ye not the .s.<:;rvants of men ; fur the moment ye arc 
Christ's fix^emen, ye can no longer be slaves, can no longer obey men as their pro- 
perty, but as the Lord's property, and only in the Lord, as to the Lord and not to 
men. Oppression in all its forms is fearfully injurious and disastrous to i>iety, and 
to the prevalence and practice of true rcligiuii. And therefore it is one recorded 
fonn of prayer to God by divine inspiration, Dt-liver me from the oppression of'man ; 
60 will I keep thy precepts. And the sainu iriS])iraiion decIar«'S that opiiression 
maketh even a wise man mad. Beneath such oppres.iion of man (abandoned and 
condenuied to the endurance of that yoke, tliat compuKsion), the keeping of God's 
precepts is so difficult, the temptations to impiety are so great, the as.-^aiilts upon a 
mail's faith, patience, virtue, principle, are so terrible, that even a miiii of iii>pired 
piety intimates that except God will bear that prayer, and rouiovc Usat iiisunnount- 
ab!e obstar-le in the way of his religion, he lias isu hope uf holdin.:; fa>t his iritcjjirity, 
mid keeping the precepts of his God. But, if that bi- tlie ca?e with a convt-rtiii tnan, 
how mucii more dreadful the condition of an unconverted man under such opines- 
6ion, how much more desperate his case, how nmcb more hoiieifs-; his salvnjin;) ! 

And therefore the gospel answers to this prayer. If thou art called to Jc-us' lovo 
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being a servant, if thou art converted while and as a servant, care not for it ; dis- 
tress not thyself on account of thy sorvitude, for the grace of God that called thee 
can keep thee, and thou art no longer a slave, but thou art Christ's freeman. Ne- 
vertheless, if thou mayest be made free, use it rather. Even as a Christian, get out 
from that state of bondage as quickly as possible ; for vrith all the grace that called 
thoc, and that thy God and Saviour giveth thee, it is a fearful state, a state moat 
unfavorable to piety. If you can possibly get free, be free. Stay not in that con= 
dition of bondage any longer than thou canst help. 

As a general rule, every man is to abide still in the same calling wherein he i« 
called. But slavery is so bad, so unliivorabic to piety, that it is to be made an. ex- 
ception, and you are to escape from it as soon as possible. 

liut now if as a Christian, with all the mercy of a Saviour's love to render that 
condition endurable, and with the principles of divine grace and the guidance of God's 
word to make you fjiitbful to God, even under all the terrible temptations to the 
contrary, you are counselled to take your freedom soon as you may, as soon as 
possible, how much more necessary is such freedom tor a man without grace, with- 
out piety, without the principle to withstand temptation, without the word of God 
in his heart to guide him, and how much more dreadful and fatal the influence of 
slavery upon such a soul ! The argument is exceedingly powerful ; nor is there any 
injunction in the word of God upon any man to obey his master, except in reference 
to conscience and to God, except on the ground of the grace of God, \vhich makes 
him a freeman, and enables him to endure even an unrighteous bondage for Christ's 
sake. 

Now when it is asked, What has a missionary society, or the missionary workj to 
do with such a system ? wo answer, As much as it has to do with idolatry ; for it 
is clear, that every precept of piety, as well as humanity, demands the renunciation 
of the system and the sin, and a deep abhorrence and repentance of its wickedness. 
The application of a true missionary piety will break up this bondage forever. The 
moment the slaves tiiemselves are converted, the reqiiiBition of the Gospel is, If thou 
iiiayust be made free, use it rather. And, consequently, the moment the masters 
arc converted, they are bound to look to the welfare of their slaves as well as their 
own, and to do for them that which their spiritual well-being, as well as common 
justice, requires. The moment the masters are converted, then the requisition of the 
.same Gospel to them is, that they confer upon their slaves that same right of freedom 
which the Gospel commatids the slaves to seek for themselves. 

The simple law of Christ, Thou shall love thy neighbour as thyself, and, Whatso- 
ever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them, would require 
this. So would the comniand, Give imto your servants that which is just and equal 
The very first article of justice and equality is the releasing of them from bondage, 
and tl)o paying of them wages as free laborers. The refusal to do this, and the vio- 
lent conversion of them from free hired servants to the condition of slaves, was the 
last climacteric cause of God's vengeance on the whole Jewish nation. 

•Arul so, when a converted slaveholder, co araanded by the Apostle thenceforth to 
give unto his servants that which was just and equal, asked himself, over and above 
the general law of love as promulgated by the Saviour, What in such a case was just 
and equal, what did God require ? he had to look into God's word as his guide, and 
to f,ee what was t'iiere written. lie could not be himself the solitary judge in the 
ca?e, averring that a peck of corn a week, and a crib and straw along with his horses, 
was just and equal, or that the Roman slave law was the right and just law for 
Ohiistian consciences. He must enquire at the word of God, and he could not read 
far, whether he began with Moses, or the Prophets, before finding out that slavery is 
manstealing, that holding his servants as slaves, instead of free laborers, was under 
the curse of God, and that the not giving liberty every man to his brother, and every 
man to his neighbour, had been visited of God with the sword, the pestilence, and 
the famine. lie could not prosecute the inquiry one single hour, in the plainest and 
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most familiar pbrtions of the sublimost and sweetest of the propbesies concerning the 
cunning of Christ, and the works of religion incumbent on His followers, but he found 
it marked down as the very first fruit of righteousness and true piety, that he was 
to loose the bauds of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressi d go 
fr ;0^ and to break every yoke. Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer, If 
thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke. The description and the applica- 
tion were so plain and so well known as to be inevitably appropriated ; there could 
be no mistake. 

If the man attempted to justify slaveholding by the laws of the Roman Empire, he 
would find abundant light in regard to that infamously cruel system, as well as on 
all the forms of unrighteous law that ever have afllicted the world with the oppres- 
sion of sin and the bondage of Satan. He would find it written in God's book as we 
do. that when men were truly converted, one of the first fruits of such conversion 
would be the disavowal and rejection of such unrighteous statutes, and obedience to 
tlie law of God and the spirit of Jesus in their stead. He would find it written, 
that the throne of iniquity, which frameth mischief by a law, could have no fellow- 
ship with Jehovah. He would find it set down as one of the marks of a truly good 
man, that he despiseth and refuseth the gain of oppressions. Ho would find that the 
promulgating, speaking, and defending of oppression, the excusing and the practising 
of it, the taking of his servant's work without wages, and the compelling of him to 
serve by taking advantage of unrighteous law, would be for himself, an insurance of 
the wrath of God. He would find among the central works of the Saviour of his 
own soul, and the proofs of the divinity of that Saviour, and of the heavenly glory 
and permanence of his kingdom, the proclaiming of liberty to the captive, and the 
opening of the prison to them that are bound. He would find that God heareth the 
desire and the prayer of the persecuted poor, and will prepare their heart, and cause 
bis ear to hear ; to judge the Aitherless and the oppressed, that the man of the earth 
may r.G more oppress. How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons of 
the wicked ? Defend the poor and fatherless, do justice to the afflicted and needy. 
Deliver the poor and needy, rid them out of the hand of the wicked. He would find 
that they that are corrupt, speak wickedly and loftily concerning oppression ; the 
justification and defence of it are proof and characteristic of inveterate inwrought 
wickedness. 

Such an examination being entered into, and such the inevitable conclusions from 
it, it could not be consistent with a Christian hope that any man should claim hie 
fellow man as property, and treat him as a slave. The repentance and abhorrence 
of this wickedness would be one of the fruits of true conversion. And whv should 
not true conversion operate now, in regard to the same sin, just as it would then? 
Why is not the Missionary Enterprise, and the revival of religion in its train, just 
as strictly to be measured and known by its fruits now, as in the early stages of 
Christianity ? The genuine fruits of Christianity are the same m all ages of the 
world. If slaveholders are converted now, they are to be referred to the same Word 
of God, the same divine code of morality, as Paul insisted upon, and they find there 
the same condemnation of the wickedness of manstealing, and of the holding or sel- 
ling of men as property. The Missionary Enterprise, and the revival of religion, 
must, if it be God's work, reprobate, cast out, and destroy thh abomination. The 
revival of religion now^ enjoyed must, if it be God's work, make itself known by its 
instrumentality in the redemption of the children of the oppressed and needy from 
that system of deceit and violence, under which and by which they have been sacri- 
ccd to Moloch. A revival of religion is but the quickening of sin, if it be not the 
conquest of sin. 

Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye 
arc, to whom ye obey ; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience to righteousness 1 
If the revival makes better men, if it changes men from selfishness to love, from 
avarice to benevolence, from sin to holiness, if it makes them carry religion into 
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their busincf?8 and life, the Sabbath and the Word of God into the week, — then is it 
true, and such conversions are genuine. If a man has been a liar, now he puts away 
lyinc;, and speaks the truth with his neighbor ; if ho has stolen, lie steals no more; 
if he was covetous, or an extortion(?r, now he knows that no such person hath any 
inheritance in the Idngdom of Christ and of God. In the 12th chapter of the proph- 
ecy of Ilosea, you find God drawing the character of an unprincipled, ungodly mer- 
chant, ihus : "A uicrchant, the balances of deceit are in his hand, he loveth to oppress." 
Now, if such a merchant's conversion niakes him hate oppression, and leads him to 
do justly, that product of the revival shows it to be God's work j but if ho still 
holds to deceit and oppression, and throws his whole influence and wealth in com- 
merce, in politics, and in the church, to strengthen the arm of the oppressor, and to 
shield and sanction the sin of slaveholding, such products of the revival show it to 
be Satan's work, a selfish, sympathetic delusion. 

And at this point we confess with shame the sin of the Church, the pnlpit. and 
the ministry in this country, in that while, during a whole winter's session of our 
national Congress, the project of forcing on a free State the iniquity of perpetual 
slavery as a Constitutional obligation has been under discussion, and all moral as 
well as political influences have been required in array against it, the churches and 
the ministry have still been silent, the Word of God has been restrained, its power 
has not been brought to bear upon this nefarious scheme at all. The Word of God 
has been kept almost as silent as if God himself had sent an angel with commission 
to seal up its thunders under an interdict from heaven. On the most momentous 
and comprehensive question, of right and wrong before God, of equity and iniquity, 
of justice and injustice, that ever came before a nation; on the question of defiance 
against God, and disregard to His authority, or of obedience to Ilim, and of right- 
eousness and mercy to mankind, on a (piestion of the claims of humanity and of the 
oppressed from generation to generation, and for future ages, the pulpit has been 
nearly dumb, and God's word, which sets the seal of God's reprobation and wrath 
on this iniquity, and commands us to open our mouth for those drawn to a living 
death beneath it, has been bound and not glorified. 

There is no possible excuse for such a silence. In the constitution so proposed 
to be enforced upon a Christian people, there has stood out continually, to the out- 
rage of humanity, the shame of Christianity, and the defiance of all the sentiments 
and laws of freedom and of charity, the central declaration, which is the object and 
end of the whole scheme, that property in man is the most sacred and unassailable 
of all property, and that the right to such slave, and its increase, is to be secured 
forever, as such property, to the possession of the master and owner. The Word of 
God ought to have been made to lighten and to burn against such an enormity. The 
pulpit, as the Shekinah of God's holiness, the enshrinement of the divine reproba- 
tion against such infinite sin, ought to have been clothed with robes of judgment, and 
of supplication, ai\d God invoked as of old for the salvation of His people, to march 
through the land in indignation, and to thresh such heathenism in ITis anger, con- 
suming it with the spirit of His mouth and the brightness of His coming. It was » 
time when burning coals from His altar should have been thrown upon the nation. 

And it is not yet too late. God is pouring down His spirit, so as to render the 
scattering of such coals doubly effective. God, in pouring down his spirit, is trying 
us with tliG last argument of mercy he ever uses, and is throwing in the mightiest of 
all elements for the conquest of this tremendous evil, this terrific sin. It is a falsified, 
corrupted, rotten Christianity, that has taken down this iniquity of slavery from the 
gallows where it was hanging as the scoru of all mankind, and has galvanized its 
bieaclnng bones, and set it up as the keeper of the Eethesda of the Gospel, the bene- 
volent missionary agency of heaven. This false Christianity is reviving even the slave 
trade, and striking down the barriers against it, and raising up a noxious, frightful 
public sentiment; in admission, tolerance, and justification of it. Now then, it is a 
revived and true Christianity, fresh from the word and spirit of God, that must re- 
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euscitate the early fire and power of abhorrence against this infinite abomination. It 
is a reviving Christianity that through the word and spirit must cut tip and abolish 
this horrible traffic at the roots, by abhorring, denouncing, and casting out slavery 
itself, as forbidden and accursed of the Almighty. 

It is God's judicial curse on such infatuation, that they who will put evil for good 
and good for evil, shall at length be left to worse than idiotic blindness ; shall not be 
able to discern between the two, being given up to strong delusion to believe a lie, as 
part of the penalty for holding the truth in unrighteousness. But when the church 
conies under such infatuation, then indeed a nation is ready to perish ; for the church 
is the conscience of the nation, and if the light that is therein be darkness, howgi*eat 
is that darkness 1 If the blind lead the blind, bot.li shall fall into the ditch. If the 
conscience of the church is corrupted and darkened, the nation has no means of know» 
ing its own evils, and may be far advanced towards irremediable ruin. We become, 
as a man whose nervous system is incurably diseased or paralyzed, even to the sense 
of pain. We well know the benevolent instrumentality of the sense of pain for our 
protection from unperceived injuries. In the absence of that sense, or if it were 
greatly deficient, if the nerves appointed to convey the notice of injuries betrayed 
tiieir trust, being paralyzed, or lullc-d into insensibility, or bribed into silence, then 
might a fatal violence be committed, a fatal hurt inflicted, and no waniing given, no 
alarm to save the victim, no bell rung to rouse the sleeper, till the flames have cut 
oft* his retreat, and the house is consumed, and he in it. 

Tlie case is presented for illustration of a man who lay down to doze on the top 
of a lime-kiln, and during his slumbers, by some inexplicable but fatal paralyzing 
power, though one of his feet was burnt ahnost to ashes, he was not awar« of it 
until he arose and attempted to stand on the disabled limb, when it was crushed by 
the weight, as if it might have been a roasted apple. Now our sins may thus roa»l 
us .ilive beneath the devil's anodynes, and we not know it, until at lengh, the power 
of stupefaction being exhausted ov withdrawn, our reason is restored only to dis- 
cover, too late, that Satan and ouf own madness have reduced us to cinders. A 
man sometimes drinks till his system is so imbued with the fumes .and spirit of the 
liquid fire that his very breath will take fire at a lighted candle, and he first comes 
to the knowledge how far his intemperance has carried him, by spontaneous combus- 
tion. A whole nation may thus indulge its sins, may proudly and daringly rush on- 
ward in a career of oppression, and maintain that such wickedness is the indefeasible 
right of popular sovereignty, till all the veins, arteries, and vital organs of the social 
system and the State are filled and poisoned with the mischief j and then spontaeeous 
combustion ensues, and the repulsive, smoking, worm-eaten carcass of an empire is 
cast forth into God's providential Gehenna, an offence and a warning to the nations. 
What is to prevent such ruin, if conscience, under timely admonition, does not give 
the alarm, does not make the people sensible what devil's work upon itself is going 
forward in the heart of the community. 

Now the church and the ministry are the only living conscience of the State ; and 
they arc the spiritual nervous system of the nation. It is their business and duty 
to stund sentinel, to know the approach of sin, to feel the pain, to keep up a keen 
sensibility against it, to detect the presence of the stealthy invader, to report the vio- 
lence, to warn the people against the danger and the injury. If they do not do this, 
if they desert their post, if they keep silence, if they suffer themselves to be drugged 
and bribed, the nation may be sunk in such profound insensibility, under the chloro- 
I'orm of selfish sophistry and expediency, so given up to strong delusion to believe a 
lie, that the whole system, within and without may be debauched, poisoned, gan- 
grened, ready to drop into the grave, and incapable of resistance, whatever outrages 
of burning or maiming are inflicted on it. Suppose that while you are asleep a shovel 
full of coals should be thrown upon your bare arm by some reckless villain, and your 
nervous tissue should refuse to advertise you, by the sense of pain, letting you slesp 
on, instead of instantly awakening you, and causing you with a convulsive start, to 
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throw the fire from you, you would be fatally maimod, your limb destroyed, without 
remedy. And just so, if the church with the Word of God, by God's authority, do 
not faithfully and in season perform the oCBce of conscience to the nation, while 
wicked men, with wicked lav/s, are piling iniquity after iniquity, as coals of burning 
fire, upon the people, the awakening will come too late for resistance, too late for 
salvation. 

And thus it has been with the progress of this sin, left almor' mimpeded in its 
career by the silence of the pulpit, the ministry, the church, and the tract bargaining, 
mutilation and deceitful handling of the Word of God, The conscience of the nation 
not being set on fire, and made a living sensibility t'> «in, with capacity and power of 
vivid and intense repulsion, has given way, being ho^ ^winked and anodyned, possess- 
ed and drugged by the basest expediency, the direst political sophistry ; but at the 
same time expediency on so grand a scale, and with such benevolent pretences, that 
men have been made to believe that the largeness of the interests at stake absolutely 
converts wrong into righteousness, and the duty of speech in behalf of the oppressed 
into an obligation of compassionate silence. 

If there had been an early teaching and catechising of the conscience, and outspeak- 
ing of the Word in accordance with the opinions and professions of the patriots and 
Christians of the Revolution, and the examples of Washington, Jefferson, Dane, 
Pickering, Randolph and others, and of the early, undiluted and unmutilated expres- 
sions of opinion and of truth in the very Book of Discipline in the Presbyterian Church, 
then the iniquity of slavery would from that time have diminished, and died out, 
before this llame of justice and benevolence, this fire of conscience and of true 
patriotism. 

But every unused and slumbering faculty only grows weaker, and it was conscience 
that almost died out while slavery grew on in gigantic insolence and pride. Every 
compliance of the North with the slavery of the South has been made against con- 
sience, every compromise with sin has been accompanied indeed with a faint protest 
and outcry of nature and grace, and yet the iniquity has been received and submitted 
to in silence and self-contempt ; and the wounded conscience has shrunk away be- 
neath some covert of expediency, till the wound could bo cicatrized and seared, and 
the moral sense propai'cd to endure, without revolution and resistance, another and a 
further outrage. So fiom step to step, from post to post, from citadel to citadel, the 
stupendous and remorseless iniquity has strided on, securing every advance by a new 
bribery and covenant with conscience, and allowing only time enough to intervene 
between the great encroachments, to ensure the pacification or stupefaction of the 
protesting elements. The new-made graves of principle have been hardly matted 
with the sods of a single season, when over them the squadrons of invaders have 
galloped for the perpetration of fresh crimes, which again have been sanctioned by 
jame complying silence and submission. 

It seems an instance of judicial blindness, when Christian men, in their senses, 
can conspire to shield the iniquity of slavery from the reprobation of the Word of 
fiod, by refusing to denounce it as sin, and declaring that such treatment of it is 
iltra and inexpedient. The whole history of the corruptions of Christianity can show 
lothing worse than the sanction and defence of this iniquity by the church and the 
ministry. The custom of praying for the dead, fhe invocation of saints, the worship 
.■>f images, the installing of lying as a Christian virtue, on the principle of doing evil 
that good may come, abuse.s and abominations that we look upon now as hideous, 
were not half so strange and abominable in the Christian church under its Pagan 
shadows, as the protection of the iniquity of slavery under the clearest light of the 
Gospel, and with the conscience of the whole world against it. The refusal of the 
church and the ministry to turn the condemning light of God's Word upon it, the 
fear and trembling on the part of good men to speak out against it. and to call it sin, 
the comproraiee with it, and the very generally implied and sometimes express eanc- 
ion of it, by men of age, experience, and professed piety, cannot do otherwise than 
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call in question the religion of bucU men, and the genuineness of such religion. No 
iniquity that blots the name, the memory, the Chrifitianity, of any Father of the 
Church in its corruptest patristic period is to bo compared with the iniquity of 
shielding, sanctioning, and sustaining this sin. 

In proportion as the advance and aggression of the sin have been daring, the 
cowardice and silence in regard to it on the part of the church and ministry have 
been increasing. Forty years ago, the Presbyterian church in this country inserted 
in their confession of faith the explicit testimony of the Word of God against it, de- 
claring that according to God the holding and selling of human beings was the guilt 
of manst^jaling, and that slavery is that sin, and cxin be nothing otherwise ; that very 
crime of which the Almighty has said, " Ho that steaieth a man and selleth him, or 
if he be found in his hand, he shall surely be put to death." But now, when this 
iniquity has taken possession of every branch of our government, and usurpation, and 
State swindling, and despotism, in the name of popular sovereignty, have set up thisi 
image, and proclaimed the edict of its universal worship as the condition of a legiti- 
raine State and the test of Christian patriotism j now, when enormous piles have 
Ijeen driven down for the support of this iniquity, in pretended Constitutional stat- 
rtes, and on this made-land of the devil a new basis of common law has been 
grounded, against God and man, and the common heart and conscience of humanity ; 
now when this iniquity has been publicly and solemnly enshrined in the Supremo 
Tribunal of Justice, the place of the national conscience, and the professed Sbekinah 
of equity and righteousness under responsibility to God, in an edict of opprcfesioa 
against the stranger, caught up, reverberated, and applied, from the highest and most 
dignified to the lowest and basest of our tribunals and officials, from the Secretary of 
State, to the conductors of our street cars and the superintendents of lamp-posts, 
with the damning infamy of the declaration that black men have no rights that whit« 
men arc bound to respect 5 now, when, like the Star Wormwood, this iniquity has 
fallen upon all rivers and fountains of waters both in Church and State, so that men 
drink thereof, and as to integrity of moral sense forthwith are infected and die ; now, 
when the enemy thus comcth in like a flood, and the most sacred defences against 
this sin are torn away — this standard, once lifted under the guidance of the Divine 
Word and Spirit, is trailed in the dust — "this testimony out of God's word against this 
gigantic and devouring iniquity is withdrawn! Why is thisl Have the authors of the 
Confession for God examined their creed anew, and found themselves mistaken 1 Have 
ihey received new light 1 Have they a new revelation, or a more celestial exposition of 
the revelation, teaching them that their fear towards God must be taught by the pre- 
cepts of men ? Then, it was a fearful and horrible thing that t his iniquity should be com- 
mitted in the land ; now, it is a terrible and dreadful thing to declare that it is iniquity* 
Then, the prevalence of the sin, its existence at all, was mourned over ; now, the 
itUraism and fanaticism that dare call it sin 1 Then, when Pagans over night and in 
the darkness, set the Ark of God in this Temple of Dagon, the idol fell, scorned and 
broken before it. Now, Christians themselves have taken pity on this Dagon, and 
set him in his place again, and Southside ministers and churches have carried him 
into God's sanctuary, and baptized him as God's missionary. Now, it is a terrible 
thing to say that sin is sin. Now, the possessors of men slay them, and hold them- 
selves not guilty j and they that sell them say, Blessed be the Lord, for I am rich ; 
and their own shepherd's pity them \iot. And the merchant loveth to oppress, 
and they speak wickedly and loftily concerning oppression, and Ephraim saith, I am 
become ricl\, I have found me out substance, and so in all my labors they shall find 
none iniquity in me that were sin. The buying and selling of men may be iniquity 
in the cbstract, but not sin per se, and so long as you consent not to call it sin, the 
law makes it right, and I snap my fingers at the iniquity in the abstract. 

So the prophets that divine lies, build up the wall, and others daub it with untempered 
mortar, making the heart of the righteous sad with lies, defending that which i« sin 
agamst God, and with lies strengthening the hands of the wicked, that he should not . 
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icturn from his wicked way, by promiBing him peace in his wickedness. The extreme 
aoxict^ of the supporters and defenders of slavery^ and their friends in the Tract So- 
ciety, I »t to have us to say It is a sin, their nervousness on that point, and the satisfaction 
with which every fear is allayed when you yield that point, and keep silence, just show 
conclusively where their weakness lies, and our strength, and where and how you ought 
to make the attack with God's word against them. These evil spirits are afraid of noth- 
ing under heaven but the word of God ; they are afraid of that ; they would rather 
encounter anything than that ; anything rather than the sweeping, blasting, condem- 
nation of God against their household deity as sin. Suffer us to enter into the herd o! 
swine ; anything, rather than bo thus tormented before the time. They beg and plead 
that the sentence of the Word of God against this iniquity as shi, may not be iesucd. 
They bluster and roar, and call you fanatical, and declare that they will not receive 
the gospel, if you say slavery is sin. Accordingly you yield, and betray your God and 
hia Word at the threats of His enemies. 

If ever tliere was weakness, if ever there was madness, if ever there was treachery, 
in the church and ministry, it is this. Your enemies are in terror only v.'hen they see 
•this great gun of God's Word turned against them ; this irresistible power and fire of 
God against slavery as sin. That is a fort that must be silenced, or they are lost. But 
if they sec that even with that fort, and those guns, you dare not put in the ball and 
powder of God's Word, but stuff your cannon with trumpery about the moral duties 
growing out of the existence of slavery, if they see your wiee men in caucusses sagely 
measuring the girth and weight of God's seventy -four pounders, and concluding that 
the shot are too heavy for yow to lift into the guns, and that if you go into the battle 
with artillery that compels you to lift and manage such shot, you will suffer defeat, 
if they see you concluding to avoid such heavy terms as sin, and resolving that the old 
rags and wadding of moral advice will go farther and find less I'csigtancc than the Can- 
ister and grape shot of God's truth, then they will rejoice in your folly as their se- 
curity. 

Even with the Word of God, if you hesitate to call their sin, s»n, you have taken 
such low ground, that they will build a fort above you ; they will plant their guns on a 
point that commands and dislodges you, and you will have to quit, unlefs you take at 
once the highest ground, and there make your position impregnable. Just thus the Brit- 
ish took Ticondoroga. Just thus, when tho Amoi'lcans planted themselves on Dorches- 
ter Heights, your enemies had to quit Boston. Tho thunder of your cannon was high- 
er and Blronger than they. Just so, in this battle against slavery, you can dislodge 
your enojuios only by taking position in God's word, above tlicm and against them ; 
Ood's thunder against sin is your only artillery, God's word your only citadel, God's 
authority your only right. 

The only obligation upon you to speak out at all against slavery is that slavery is 
sin. Your only right to reprove those thai:, maintain it, is God's command npon you 
to rebuke sin. If slavery be not sin, there is no alternative but of its Christian law- 
fulness, and you have not an inch of ground to stand upon for opposing it. But 
iwhen, by God's word you show it to be sin. and apply God's own reprobation, and 
let loose God's appointed wrath against it, its dtfonders cannot endure that lightning, 
that consuming fire j they are blasted by the vollics of that tliundcr. 

And yet we are advised to evacuate this citadel, and to cast oursolws upon in- 
structions concerning the moral duties that grow out of the existence of slavery, the 
moral duties that grow out of the existence of a great sin, while the sin itself re- 
mains unindictod. It is treason against God and inhumanity to man, to ignore or 
deny^ the sin, and talk about its regulation. Suppose we tn^ated other rank iniqui- 
ties in tho same way. What are the moral duties growing out of the existence of 
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idolatry 1 Why, according to this formula, you must on no account, denounce it as 
a sin, or else you cannot get near it with the Gospel. You niu.st tlu-rolure ju!>t keep 
an affectionate guardianship over it, to preserve it from abuses. You xnmt see to it 
that the servants of the idol temples are well paid and kindly ttx^ated j ihat the 
priests do not oppress them, that in their rites of worship they permit no abomina- 
tions, no profaneness nor impurity, nor drunkennc.?.s, but that everything in the 
whole business be done decently and in order. You must take care thut ihe idol 
images be made out of solid mahogany that will not rot, and you must supply iho 
attendants with the bound volumes of the Evangelical Tract Society Library. You 
must sec to it that there be no dancing, nor tobacco-chewing nor spitting in the 
temples. You must take care that the sacred bulls are not tormented, nor sUifvod, 
hut well fed and properly exercised. You must swallow the came!, but strain at 
every gnat. This done, you will have a very nice, neat, orderly idolatry, the iniqui- 
ty of which being concealed, the thing itself need be no nuisance at all. 

What are the moral duties crowing out of the existence of swill-milk dit-tillcries ? 
According to the policy of the Tract Society, by the morality it is loacliing tlirough 
the concealment of sin, through adulteration of truth, through the withholding of 
God's Word, out of the fear of man, what are we to do with any Rueh poisonous 
nuisance ? Wo can only attack some of the circumstances, the adjuncts, but not the 
evil itself, in its essence. But what are the moral duties growing out of the existence 
of svvill-miik distiilerits ? Ob, simply that the cans be washed clean with soap-suds* 
every day, and the carts that carry them be painted with "Pure milk (v-^mi Goslien," or 
Canaan, or some other equally godly locality, and be driven by the most pious deacons 
of the community. But as to denouncing swiH-milk as sin per se, or setting the autho- 
rities to abolish it — if you are prudent you will avoid lljat, for if you do th.at, you v.-iU. 
be called radical abolitionists, and you have no right to o.hoiiih swill-milk, but only 
to SCO that it is carried to your customers in godly carts and clean tin cans. You 
have only to abate the abuses of it, but not to donounec it as a nuisance. If you put 
the carts, and the cows, and the milkmen under supervision of an executive commit- 
tee of the godliost, staid, conservative ministers and elders in the community, you 
will have done your whole duty in the premises, which Is. not by any means to 
provide pure milk, or put away the bad, but to maintalii peace ajid union. 

Morality and religion, according to such teachings, are dependent on tb v latitude 
and longitude. South of such a line you mast not speak of such and sucli feins; you 
must not speak of anything as sin if it bo the custom of the country, or a domestic 
institution, or established by law, or iits deienders assure you that if you preach 
against the sin youshall not preach the Gospel. A member ot my church was tra- 
velling this winter for his health in Florida. One day be bad business with a 
merchant, who begged pardon for making hirn wait, because, said he, 1 have been 
occupied with selling that wench there (pointing to a little girl some ten years old), 
and have just had to finish up the bargain and take the money. " And how much 
did you get?" " Four hundred and fifty dollars." " And do you think this traffic 
is right 'f " "Oh, 'tis the custom of the country." And the Tract Society answers, 
■' Oh, 'tis the custom of the countr}^, and you may not publish against it." And 
the Southside ministry answers, " Oh, 'tis the custom of the country, and you may 
not speak of it as sin." 

The same gentleman visited the slave-pen in Charleston, and there, amidst the 
crowd of Christian gentlemen, saw a negro woman put upon the block for sale'. All 
her qualities were catalogued and vouched for, and at length the leering devil of a 
broker looked round the assembly with a smile of satisfaction, and closed tlie enume- 
ration by saying, " Gentlemen, should you find her fit for nothing else, you may be 
sure she will serve as a good breeder on any plantation !" This is the Christianity 
and refinement of slavery in Charleston ! Christian gentlemen in Charleston are 
accustomed to such transactions and such language, and Christian gentleujcn in the 
Tract Society must by no means say that it is sin. This is that institution, to shield 
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which from reprobation and commend it to public favor, a Southside literature can 
be manufactured and sustained even by the church and the ministry at the North ! 
Were it i\ot for the sake of the poor slave, we would not wound the delicacy of sen- 
timent and feeling that makes a Christian assembly shrink with abhorrence from the 
mention of such an infernal abomination, which yet is only a glimpse of its horrors. 
What will you say of the abomination of standing forth in defence of it, the iniquity 
of denying that it is a sin, or tlie expediency of refusing to stamp it with the con- 
demnation of the Almighty ? No wonder that men arc infids'ls, if their vision \a 
filled and fascinated with the examples of such piety, if they neglect the gospel itfielf, 
and take their ideas of it from such expositors. 

And yet, these apologizing ministers object to bohig called pro-slavery. They 
think it a great insult, a great injury, a real jjcrsecution, that they cannot be per- 
mitted to defend slavery, to protect it from condemnation as sin, and to throw the 
whole weight of their example and their silence in favour of it, and yet cannot at 
the oame time be regarded and acknowledged as anti-slavery. They think they arc 
quite martyrs for righteousness' sake, the victims of a terrible proscription. But, 
gentlemen, let us look at the actual position you occupy, and the manner in which 
you throw your inllucnce for the support of one of the most infamous and dreadful 
abominations which the Gospel has ever had to encounter. 

You object to being called pro-slavery ; but if you keep silence, wh«^»i this mighty 
and solemn conflict against oppression is waging in the land, your silence gives con- 
sent. If you do not tako God's part in behalf of the oppressed, and speak out as 
God's word bids you, if you forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto this 
death, you are not only pro-slavery, but God sets you down as such. " He that is 
not for me is against me." Refusing to rebuke the oppressor for this sin, you take 
part against the oppressed, you confirm his bondage, you help rivet his chains, you 
make his deliverance more hopeless, you are a partaker of the guilt of all tiie cruel- 
ties enacted and practised against the enslaved. By the word of God, by the com- 
mon law of tlie land, by all the principles of courmou sense and evidence, standing 
in the presence of this enormity, and not rebuking it, you give countenance to it, 
and, so doing, you are pro-slavery. You see this vast wickedness spreading through 
the land, its altars in every high place, its priests in every city, its horrid form gla- 
ring from the tribunals of justice, the seats of judgment in the gate possessed by it, 
its pledged and sworn commissioners and marshals sitting on your juries, your raer- 
chantvS striking hands with it, its bribes insulting you, and its snares entangling you 
at every step. 

You see millions of your fellow beings trampled under it, proscribed by it, and 
even where not enslaved, free only to be by the whole community degraded and in- 
sulted, under the Supreme Justice of the United States, which proclaims them the 
proper subjects of such insult, and fore-dooms them to it ; denied their citizenship, 
their rights of representation, of proprietorship, and of common manhood, by land 
and sea. You see ihem in the character and attitude of helpless strangers, refused 
that benevolence and hospitality which God has commanded, under penalty of His 
wrath, to be exercised^towards beings in such a position, and set apart for the exer- 
cise, m its oxtremest cruelty, of that oppression which God has forbidden ; declared 
to be strangers and foreigners, of another race and blood than yours, just for the pur- 
pose of excluding them from the protection and rights of native citizenship, and yet 
citizens so far as to make tliom amenable to your wicked laws, framed for the pur- 
pose of condcnming and degrading them ; strangers, yet beaten, chained, and hanged 
as citizen criminals ; natives, yet accused, judged, punished, maltreated, as strangers, 
invaders, and enemies ; of American blood, yet for the African cross, and for being 
guilty of a skin that' Americans have bleached, declared to have no rights that white 
men are bound to respect; your own brethren, for whom Christ has died, yet com- 
mon humanity forbidden to them, their children stolen from them and branded as 
chattels from the birth, their affections brutalized their very race ostracised and 
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morally assassinated, to bo made mere property from genoration to generation, and 
branded as eternal niorchandiee. 

You see all tliis, and with most pious and conservative restraint or incapacity of 
every feeling becoming a man and a Christian, you keep silence, or pour out your 
invectives only against those who denounce this wickedness as sin. You have no- 
thing to say against slavery, but much against the fanaticism and imprudenco of 
those who pronounce slavery to be nothing but sin against God and man. You have 
bfcheld all tiiesc injuries and cruelties, knowing the judguient of C«od against those 
who commit such crimes; you have watched the repetition, the rapid accumulation 
of outrages, heaven-defying and infernal; yet you lift no voice of warning, none of 
reprobation or rebuke. You arc accessory to the viUainy. If you intended to shield 
it, you could hardly, in your position, do more. By not testifying against it, you 
are held to intend it. as truly as Frank Knapp intended murder, when lie stood in 
the ttireet and watched, while Dick Crowninshield perpetrated the midnight crime. 

A Christian gnntleman recently sojourning South, toUl me that in Kicbnjond, the 
scene of some of the Southside Paradisaical views of slavery, they were driven by a 
coachman so white that they never dreamed of his being a slave till lie spoke to tliem 
of the nobleness of one of his horses, when he said if he were a free man and the 
animal should die, he would bury him in a coflin, he thought so much of him. " But 
what •? Arc you a slavo ?" " Ah, yes ; but I wis made free once, many Years ago, 
by iny old master, but the legatees broke the will, and promised me that if I would 
earn so much a year, by extra work, and so pay for my freedom, fJun I should bo 
free. Well, I earned $"125 a year for seventeen years, and then they took tlie mo- 
ney and sold me to my present master 1" 

This is one of the Southside views of slavery, essential to the full knowledge of 
its just, Christian, and evangelical glory and blessedness, 

'■ Hut have you any wife ?" inquired the gentleman. The slave's countenance 
lightened with the first gleam of satiefaction, as he said " Xo," his wife was delivered 
fi-o!u bondage by death. And have you any children ?" " No, none, thank God, 
they are all dead too !" 

This is that institution ; this is that sum of ail villainies, which our Tract Societies, 
and Misssionary Societies, and Churches, and Ministers, andEsecutivo Committees, and 
Pnidential Committees combine to shield from the reprobation of God's Word, and the 
just anger of the people. The apologists for such a system arc partakers of its evil 
deeds. There is no possible just way of treating it, and can bo none, but as rank and 
deadly sin against God and man, and they who attempt to baptize it with the Chris- 
tian name are themselves doubly responsible for the guilt of its abominations. 

There is a combination among all classes in society, our judges, lawyers, merchants, 
politicians, government officials, with many of our churches and benevolent institutions, 
to shield this sin. The whole power of the government ia active for its protection, and 
under the assurance of security that such protection affords, there arc merchants in 
our own cities, in New York and BostJ:Jii, who maintain the slave-trade itself for gain, 
It is an infamously profitable business, and our government, even now, is contriving 
additional securities for it, under the sacred, inviolable, unassailable, and even unques- 
tionable sanction of the American Flag. Any pirate may run up that flag, and wbor»?- 
ns the crime of being a slave-ship, the atrocity of carrying on this piracy, is an 
iniquity, a violation of our laws, and of God's law, of which the government takes 
almost no cognizance, the act of questioning the American flag is an iusint and a crime, 
for the chastisement of which the whole naval force of the United States must he sum- 
moned into conilict. 

Lord Napier has shown with what perfect impunity sordid merchants in our own 
cities can pm-sue this tratTic nndor shelter of the American flag. Look at his list of 
vessels engaged in the slave trade, fitted out in our cities, owned by our firms, carry mg 
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on tliis diabolical work without fear, pcrsaadtid that even if taken in the very act, they 
can be shielded from any possibility of conviction and punishment by the omnipotence 
of the slaveholding power at the head of our government. If a poor man, even by 
mistake, gives shelter for a night to a poor fugitive Hying for his freedoni, the whole 
po^vor of the government is pledged against him unto chains, and the whole penalty for 
such a crime shall be sure. Eut if a merchant, by domestic and forei<;n agencies, kid- 
naps, chains, imprisons on board a slaver, under the flag of the United States, five 
hundred of liis fellow creatures, and then sells them into slavery, the whole pow erof 
the govcrntncnt is suddenly paralyzed, or secretly exerted in complicity, to shield the 
crime, so that the very attempt to discover it shall be reprobated as an insult against 
the national sovereignty. Talk of the nonviction and punishment of a slaver, and the 
government auddenly becomes a great circumlocution office, 7iot to do it. Grime goes 
Tree, but benevolence is punished as crime. 

Now under these circumstances wo assert, in the name of God and his righteousness, 
the sinftiine.sa of silence in regard to this great wickedness, and the duty of every 
Mifi'ionary Association, under the great charter and commission of the seventy-second 
Psaltn, to ^peak out. It was a great and powerful remonstrance against this wicked- 
ness, when the American Mnssionary Association was formed on the basis of that an- 
tagonism against oppression, which, in the seventy-second Psalm, is declared to be a 
fundamental clement in the missionary work. Every year this voice of remonstrance 
has been growing louder, and its power stronger. Every year a greater number of 
ministers of the gospel have been among the leading njen in the formation of Anti- 
Slavery societies, and some of the m have, in every crisis, and in their general preaching, 
derounced slavery, and have taken sides with this Society in opposition to all complicity 
with slavery on the part of missionary and other benevolent institutions. It is just to 
the history of this great conflict, and to those ministers of Christ who have been faith- 
ful to his gosficl, to give i)rominence to these facts. We remember, also, and acknow*. 
ledge with gratitude and joy, the increasing number of churches that sustain the 
principles of G fspel Auti-Slavery Christianity, promulgated in the soventy-secoud 
P.-ahn, and in the preaching and teaching of the Saviour, in whom, and in whose right- 
eous l;ini;(lo ii, the whole of this glorious Psalm hath its fulfilment. 

And now we put it to the c )n3cience of the people of New Engl uid, and of such a 
connnunity as this of the city of Boston, and of this present vast audience, how can 
you look on in silence, while this tremendous struggle is going forward, and refuse to 
take that o|ii;n, positive and a^-grossive part against this sin which God's word demands, 
and to which your own profession of Christianity pledges you ? Will you let the glory 
of this cause, ihe defence even of your own freedom, and the application of God's truth 
against the o|. pressor be taken from you, and assumed and carried by men whom you 
call intidois, but before whom you, in your silence, are setting an example of practical 
infidelity in the fear of man, and the betrayal of God's cause into the hands o' his 
enemies ? When will you ever throw off this reproach, and stand up and speak out in 
this cause, if not now ? 

Within two years the progress of the slave despotism has been appalling. For a 
while it was somewhat slow and doubtful ; now it rushes, plunges, and sweeps all bc- 
fori^ it, like a ground wave driven by an eurthquaket All the dykes of justice, all tho 
tribunals connecting Enrth with Heaven, every enshrinement and entrenchment of right- 
eousness and truth, nil the barriers of constitutional law, all the sentiments and axi- 
oir.8 of tVci'dmn and humanity, are flung down and rolled into the cataract. Every 
defence of liberty and rinht has been torn away, and with a clean sweep ihc tide of this 
wickedues.'ii pours down like an avalanche from the top of the Jungfrau Alps. The 
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Constitution itself, in spite of the Declaration of Independence, imprftssed into this 
terrible service, goeis crashing over our conscicnc*H, Ufaerties, and rights, instead of pro- 
tecting and dcfonding them. The Constitution is like a strong locomotive that has been 
used to drag a heavily-loaded train up an inclined plane ; but the summit being reach- 
ed, the obstacles conquered, the train itself takes the supremacy on the other side, and, 
instead of beiiig drawn, drives the locomotive before it. J ust so, the Constitution be- 
ing fettered to the slave-despotism, has dragged the whole train slowly and with diffi- 
culty up the inclined plane of coJGpronxises, conscience, and t,ho people's unwillingness ; 
bi;t the mouicnt it has reached the summit, which it has done, when the Supreme Tri- 
bunal of Justice, with the flag of the Dred Scott decision, ste[)S on board, then there 
is no more dilBculty or delay ; then the train governs, crowds, drives iho Constitution 
before it, and it rushes down headlong. The judges themselves remove the brakes, and 
sit enthroned upon iho Constitution, governing it, not governed by it, at the whistle of 
the Pitsident, whose solo magnificent business, as Chief Magistrate of the United 
(States, has dwindled down to that of engineering for the slave-ocracy. 

Now there is but one [)0wer under heaven that can stop this iniquity, or do the least 
thing towards its stay or hindrance, or hold out the least hope that wo can bo saved 
from utter destruction by it, and that power is the Word with the Spirit o; God 
upon the individual and public conscience. The claim that the Constitution and laws, 
ur.dor interpretation of the Supreme Court, are to bo obeyed, whether God'ii Word 
sanctions them or notj is so monstrous, so blasphemous against God, so destructive of 
bis authority in human alFairs, that it seems incredible that such an max eoald have 
been broached in any Christian community. Yet professedly Christian men do not 
hesitate to set the Constitution thus perverted, and Itie Dred Sottdecisi'm with it, and 
the doctrines of devils growing out of that decision, in the place of the throne of God, 
and the individual conscience is ordered, at all hazards, to bow down to it. So, as of 
old, " equity is perverted, and judgment springeth up as hemlock in the farrows of the 
field, and oppre.-sion becometh the law, and the statutes of Omri are kept, and all the 
works of the house of Ahab, and ye walk in their counsels'" 

It does not need that a man should be an acknowledged villain to do this, or a pirate, 
or an apostate from Christianity, or a United States Marshal, or hangman, or Slave Com- 
missioner and Judge of Probate, whose living depends on the support of an unrighteous 
government ; but professed men of God circulate these doctrines, and prophets deal 
treacherously with them, and cause the people to err by them, and as troops of robbers 
wait fur a man, so the company of priests murder in the w^y by consent, by silent sane- 
tion; and grey-haired and eloquent ministers, and Executive Committees, and Publish- 
ing Committees, and Prudential Committees, out of whom God cannot find a single 
gap- man for his truth, throw themselves into the breach for the defence of slavery, and 
denounce as fanatics those who in God's name call it sin. They bend their tjonguo like 
a bow for lies, but are not valiant for the truth. They hate him that robuketli in the 
gate, and the reprobation of sin is in their view a greater sin than sin, if the sinners 
say that unless the sin be admitted, they will not receive the gospel. They bind the 
Wurd of God, and seal up its thunders, and muzzle the Tract So.^iety and the pulpit, 
and the American Board, and suffer no man to speak above his breath, wtien this 
iniquity is to be dealt with. 

The ficl, that good men arc involved in this conspiracy of silence, is what makes it 
so fearful, so powerful. If they were openly bad men, or had not gained the respect 
and cuniidence of the comnmnity, their connivance at this sin and their defence of it 
would not b(j endured at all. It is thus that they are guilty of dt)uhle treason against 
God, in using tht ivputaiion which he has given thtm, to give currency to wickedness 
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and lying. Under such examples the sophistry of the apologists for slavery prevails 
with most pernicious power. Their doctrines glare and glitter upon the people, till 
their charm is like that of the serpent, whose eye fascinates its victim, so that, after a 
little trembling and lluttering, all resistance is at an end. Under such examples, the 
conscience of the country ie debauched and paralyzed, and the people are prepared to 
endure the most atrocious outrages with tame acquiescence and submission. The 
ministry themselves, thus afraid and silenced, or persuaded in*^o the policy of silence, 
as being the way of safety, peace, and pradcnce, lose all their power as the conductora 
of heaven's fire, tfnd become like so many sticks of commercial sealing-wax. The 
electricity of thought, of trath, of freedom from the Word of God, stops where it first 
touches; it is insulated, it cannot pass to others; there is no spontaneous conducting 
power. Transitorily, perhaps, it melts tlie sticks at one end, but their very capacity 
lor being melt(;d f-n-ves only for sealing up and keeping clo«e ; and thus the whole 
ministry become, in jvgard to this tremendous, remorseless, all-devouring iniquity, no 
better than the devil's sealing-wax. Such is their uprightness, such is their conservat- 
ism. Its very law and principle are the wisdora of the god of this world to keep God's 
light from the conscience. Instead of a manifestation of the truth to every man's con- 
science in the sight of God, their method is concealment, and under it iniquity and 
ftilschood run riot. 

The crisis to whicli vvc have come makes it imperative upon every church, minister, 
and missionary institution to speak out. Even at the South returned missionaries 
sometimes bear their testiraouy aguinst slavery. IIow happens it that almost every '/man 
at the North is silent ? No voice is raised at the anniversaries of our Missionary 
Boaids, though we hear, by letters from our missionary brethren abroad, how their 
liearts are tilled with anguish at the dreadCul prevalence of this sin, and how this stum- 
bling-block of onr iniquity lies in the path of the Gospel ; and yet, the moment they 
step on these shores, and pass through the ordeal of our conservatism, it is a perfect 
dephlogistication of their souls; the spirit, the anguish, the fire of indignation dies 
out ; the power almost of sight and feeling, in regard to the iniquity of this sin, ie 
taken from them, and the only condition on which they can" escajie the charge of 
irupmulence, insubordination, and fanatical zeal without knowledge, the only condition 
on which they can keep on good terms with the leading men and enjoy their confidence, 
is that of profound silence in the presence of that hideous crime which is the Dagon of 
our nation's worship. 

Othir men speak out. Dr. Livingstone is a witness in print, and there being other 
presses besides that of the Tract House, we get his testimony without mutilation, con- 
cerning the atrocities which we at home are fostering. But the moment a missionary 
sets his foot upon the soil of that republic where slavery is the law of the land, although, 
like Dr. Dutf he may have come from a comitry where they freely denounce this 
abomination, and whore he himself has spoken against it, the sjell of silence is upon 
hini ; he is bitten with that pastoral hydrophobia described in Isaiah, under which men 
livcomc dumb dogs that cannot bark. Even such men of powerful eloquence visit our 
f^lutrcs at the mo^t solemn crisis in our long and dreadful conflict against the despotism 
of slavery, and depart without opening their lips in God's name to rebuke that iniquity, 
which they jet toil us from abroad is the grcatost human obstacle to the spread and 
liininph of the Gospel ! Whence is this ? How is this? What means this ? Must 
tboir very letters pass through a quarantine at the Missionary Rooms, and are they 
themselves carefully instructed, and their utterances strained through the alembic of 
a Prudential Committee, the presiding genius of whose wisdom is represented in the 
loving kindness of the Southside view ? Must their words on this one subject be uttered 
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in under tones and anxious whispers, as though a great imprudeac© were committed in 
even adverting to it? Is there any such complicity in the American Board with sla- 
very itself that even their own foreign missionaries cannot speak ? 

I think, until we can show some faces of flint in the church, the ministry, and our 
Tract and Missionary Societies, it becomes us to be modest in speaking of the dough- 
faces in political life. Everywhere the power of bribery and debuuchery In behalf of 
this sin is present, and everywhere almost omnipotent. No political part^ can be 
relied upon, nor any Christian society — afraid of the Word of God, afraid to say that 
sin is sin. 

But the Church, the Ministry, and our Missionary Boards, ought to cut themselves 
free from such double-dealtng, to come forth entirely from all entanglement with such 
iniquity, and all shiidow of the sanction of it, having no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather reproving them. The American Missionary Assixiiatiou, 
by this testimony as to the sinfulness of slavery, by refusing, in the name of God and 
his righteousness, to enter into covenant with any of the churches where it is sustained, 
by rejecting their offerings, as God himself in his own Word, rejects them, and by pro- 
claiming bis truth against the sin, are dealing a ntigbty and continued blow for the 
reprobation and t>verthrow of the system. The time has come when such decision and 
openncfsf} are rcqtiisite on the part of all Christian associations, in whatever shji^pe ; and 
cerUinly, when the system of slavery, which, in its beginning, continuance, and propa- 
gation, is purely and solely man-stealings is set up in the name of heaven's mercy ah 
God's Missionary Institute, as well as enshrined in the judgment- seat &s the perfection 
of national justice and law, every association for the spread of God's truth and the ad- 
vancement of Christ's kingdom is bound to make known and act upon God's abhoritnce 
of such boundless impiety and crime. 

If we do not obey God's Word, and suffer it to be applied without imrtiality and 
without hypocrisy to this national iniqiiity, and to root it out, God's Word will root us 
out ; the fulfilment of its predictions will destroy us ; its righteousness will be our 
ruin. It is not to be supposed that God will suffer his attributes to be belied, his 
Word slandered and falsified, his promised Missionary Millennium turned into a more 
than Papal indulgence for sin, in order that the supreme dominion of the sl&vo power 
may be successfully established. By the commg of the millennium the opjiressor shall 
be biokea in pieces ; and it is for the oppressor himself to say whether he will take that 
sentence out jjin a broken heart and a contrite spirit, renouncing his iniquity, his 
oppassion. at the conquest of love, beneath the subduing, melting, renovating power of 
divine grace, or whether he will work it out in God's wrath against him j whether he 
will fall on this stone and be broken in submission, in faith, in repentance, or whether 
it chall fall on him and grind him to powder. 

Tlie children of the needy are to be delivered from deceit and violence, and tlie oppres- 
sor is to be broken in pieces. We have reason to believe that God's long-suffering and 
forbearance have nearly come to an end in this matter ; and perhaps he will not suffer 
another generation of immortal beings to be trodden from their birth under the horn of 
such cruelty, in the very name ol God and the Gospel If the millennium is coming, 
then either our repentance, or our destruction is at hand. God will deal with us, in 
this work, as a nation. The train ol his divine benevolence to the poor and the oppres- 
sed is rolling on, and we must conform to it, or get out of its way, or else God's aveng- 
ing providence will toss us from the track, and leave us a spectacle ot retribution, a by- 
word of contempt, a warning to the universe. 
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ANNIVERSARY AT BOSTON. 

An Anniversary Meeting of this Associa- 
tion was held at Boston, in the Tremont 
Temple, Thursday, May 27, at 11 A. M. 

The meeting was one of great inter- 
est. The principal address was by Rev. Dr. 
Cheever. 

The following account of it is abridged 
somewhat from the report given in the 
Evening "Traveller" of Boston. 

A public meeting of the American Mis- 
sionary Association was held this morning, 
at 11 o'clock, at the Tremont Temple, whidi 
was crowded to overflowing. Hon. Law- 
rence Brainerd, of Vermont, presided. Pray- 
er was oftered by Rev, David Thurston, of 
Maine. 

tukasurer's statement. 

The Treasurer made a statement, that the 
receipts of the nine months of the year al- 
ready elapsed had fallen short of the corres- 
ponding months of last year 25 per cent., 
and a great effort would be necessary to sus- 
tain the missionaries of the Society during 
the next three months. He wished to make 
an explanation in reference to the bequest 
of Rev. Charles Avery, of Pennsylvania, who 
h'l'i ^300,000 for disseminating the light of 
the (xospel of Jesus Christ, and the blessing 
of Christian civilisation in Africa, and for 
the education and elevation of the coloured 
people of the United States and Canada, one 
half of which is to come to this Association. 
But as the Association was only a residuary 
legatee, the bequ^t will not be available even 
in ])art, for some time to come, and not 
wholly nntil the decease of the widow. 

Tiie Socrotarics of the Society then made 
the tollowing statements: 

STATEMENT OF THE FORKTGK SECRETARY, 

Rev. G, Whipple. 

The American Missionary Association 
has some distinctive features, which should 
be made known to all who are expected to 
take an interest in its operations. 

1. Its field is the world. It sustains both 
Home and Foreign Missions, and endeavors 
to send the Gospel, as it shall receive the 
ability, to those portions of our own and 
other countries which are destitute of it, or 
which present open and urgent fields. 

2. It is evangelical in character, restrict- 
ing membership to those who are of evan- 
gelical sentiments and who profess faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3. It excludes from its membership those 
who arc slaveholders, or in the practice of 
other immoralities. It opposes slavery as it 



opposes adultery, theft., drunkenness, and 
other great and stupendous iniquities. In 
collectiii]^ funds, in appointing officers, agents 
and missionaries, in selecting fields of labor 
and conducting misvsionary operations, it en- 
deavors to discountenance slavery, by refus- 
ing to receive the known fruits of unrequited 
labor, or to welcome to its eniployment those 
who Ixold their fellow beings as slaves ; and 
it docs this because it believes that slaverjir, 
like all other sins, is offensive to God, and, m 
its tcjjdencies, ruinous to the souls both of 
master and slave. 

These are principles which it adopted at 
its organization, which it ^ Jll holds, and bv 
which it purposes to abide until slavery is 
driven out of the church, the country, and 
the world. Its missionaries preach the 
Gospel to the slaveholder as well as to the 
slavo, teaching him that he cannot give sat- 
isfactory evidence of conversion, until he 
has broken off from his sins by righteous- 
ness, and is ready to obey the command- 
ments of God. 

The Foreign Missions of the Association 
are 7 in number, occupying 25 stations and 
out stations, and having an aggregate of 
about 60 laborers connected with them, (in- 
cluding some now in this country) whose 
support must be providcil for from the 
Treasury of the Association. T!ie Home 
ISLissionary department will be reported by 
Rev. Mr. Jocelyn, who follows me. 

Three of those missions are among the 
colored races of Africa, or their descendants 
who have been in slavery. One of these is 
in Western Alrica, one among the emanci- 
pated people of the island of Jamaica, and 
the third in Canada, among the Jugitives 
from slavery in the United States. Tlje other 
Foreign Missions are one in the Sandwich 
Islands, one among the Ojibewuy, (or Chiji- 
pjway,) Indians ot Minnesota Territory, one 
in Siam,andone among the Copts in Egypt. 
There are 16 churches connected with these 
missions, having an aggregate of 1550 mem- 
bers. 

Four missionary laborers are now about 
to sail from New York to join their mis- 
sions; others are under appointment, the 
time of whose sailing is not yet determin- 
ed. 

Our mission in "Western Africa is at pres- 
ent in great need ol more laborers, and the 
missionaries now there are crying out almost 
in agony that some should be sent them. 
They find, everywhere, an open door, and 
chiefs and leading men. from many parts, are 
with importunity beseeching the miission- 
aries to come and preach the Gospel in their 
towns, pledging themselves to require their 
people to keep the Sabbath, to listen to the 
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preached word, and to send their children 
to mission schools. Their importunities nit' 
sometimes accompanied with the hcart-reixl- 
ing i-eproach that the nii.««sif.narie3 do not 
love them, nor care for their souls, or thov 
would give them the gospel. An intelligent 
observer, not belonging to our mission, after 
visiting it said, throu{j;hout the country the 
p('ople feel the influence of the IMendi iNfis- 
eion, and that it ia now safe for a Christian 
to go through the whole country when a lew 
yesirs since he could only go at the risk of 
life. And again, the work is great, deepen- 
ing and widening every day. Such a field I 
never saw before ; so manv thousand souls 
without a shepherd, all in the way to death. 

Oh, for more laborers." 

The providence of God seems to be turn- 
ing the attention of the natioas of the earth 
to Africa. Heretofore, lying at the doors of 
the great^t christian nations of the- world, 
Doaror than any other large masses of heath- 
enism, she has lain as a sealed book, her 
dreadful fevers shutting out nearly all, ex- 
cept those who went to prey mjon her and 
steal away her sons and dauglitera ; now the 
fever is being better understood ; commerce 
is Ix^ginning to send its missionaries ihithor- 
ward ; Livingstone, Barth, Bowen au<'. 
others, are showing the way into the inter- 
ior, and all bringing to light a people willing 
to hear the truth, and whose susceptibility 
to receive impression tor good is not sur- 
passed perhaps, by any heathen people in 
the world. Is not this God's call upon chris- 
tian nations to send her theGospel^ as some 
small compensation for the wrongs they 
iiave inflicted upon her. Is it not God's call 
upon the christian young men of America, 
who, prhaps more than those of any otiit r 
christian nation, have the evidences and the 
victims of this' wrong before their eyes. 

In addition to the encouraging reports ro- 
coiyoil from our Jamaica mission relative to 
their churches and \heir schools, we are grat- 
iSed to receive their continued testimony of 
the fiivorable results of emancipation there. 
Other parties are also testifving that the 
ijhind now produces more than it did in the 
time of slavery, and the improved condition, 
especially of that part of the f)eople reached 
l>y faithful missionary labor, is a subject for 
oot'.trast rather than comparison. N'o intfl- 
iii::ent resident would wish the restoration of 
sl'ivery. 

Several of our mi>!sions need strcngth*:-n- 
Miir, in order to the most etiective prosecu- 
tion of the work. It is to be hr'|xxl that 
♦he churches of our land, recently greatly 
'•i' -sod by the outpouring of God's spirit, 
will consecrat*^ many of their sons and daugh- 
ters tc the missionary work, and pour their 



wealth into the treasury of the Lord. 

STATEMK.VT OF TUF HOMK SECRKT.VIIY. 

Rev. S. S. Jocclyn. 

In the Home field the labors of our mis- 
sionaries have been followeti by encouraging 
msults, and the good providence of Ood has 
hw.n mai.in.'Kt in his kind interpositions in 
behalf of some in imminent perils and por8<.<- 
cutions, while he has in his infinite wisdom 
since our meeting, in May last, called two 
of our devote*! laborers by death from 
toil to their eternal reward. 

[Aa the statistics have heretofore been 

presented to our readers we omit them ; 

simply giving the number of missionaries and 

their locations, with the brief mention of some 

events transpiring mostly during the past 

winter and spring. E<1. of A. Jl.j 

The Association and its Auxiiuiries em- 
ployed, during the year, 94 missionaries, and 
2 colporteurs in the Home field. Most of 
tliem in the North-western States and Ter- 
ritories, and Kentucky. Of this nuralwr 
there were in the "Slates cist of Ohio." 7. 
In Ohio, Indiana, an<l Michigan, 22. Illinois, 
37. Wiscon.sin and Minnesota, 11. Iowa. 7. 
Kansas Territory, 7. In Kentueky. 4. One 
colnortcur hiis bwn employ wl in Kentucky, 
and one in Illinois. 

Very much has be,ni done by sojiie of our 
Missionaries at the West in gathering the 
scattered sheep of Clirist's flock into church- 
es. Many of the sons and daughters of New 
England, noM- in the far AVest, thirsting for 
the Gospel privileges once enjoy<;<l here, leath- 
er around the missionary and drink with de- 
light the words of eternal life from his lips. 
The formation of churches, having Evangeli- 
cal principles and practic-e, is a grand desid- 
eratum in laying foundations ot the AVest. 

During the past winter, and thh spring, 
the outpouring of the Snirit so general in 
our land, has been ejijoytid by very many of 
the churches under the care of our Jlission- 
aries— tiictr reformatory, Anli-vSlavery and 
T. mperonce principles and efibrts, working 
in harmony with the operations of tin? Holy 
•Spirit. 

In Kansas this year, our missJonaries, six 
in mimber, ^onc other is under apjutintment) 
with their eight churches, have not Ixk'U mo- 
lested, and have made considerable progres;-?. 
(The territory, in its religious, social and 
political interest^, is evidently much ii:d»jbte<i 
to Missionaries, devotcti to Christ and to free?- 
dom.) Much cxcitemf-nt has prevailed in 
reference io the attempt by Government to 
impose upon the people thcLecompton Con- 
stitution, aud the Engli.sh An> ndm?nt," 
but they will throw it off. KlFuris are 



188- 



AMERICAN MISSIONARY, 



now nialdrig in connection with several 
of our clnirchcs there, to erect Houses 
of Worship, ao greatly needed, bcmr? aid- 
ed in part by the funds collected through the 
Congregational Union on Forefather f. day 
and since. More seriousness exists than u.sual 
in some placea, and some conversions have 

taken place. 

The year past has been one of great inter- 
cut to our cause in Kentucky, and, at tiuU'S, 
of anxiety for the safety of some of our nns- 
sionarieg. Their success in establishing ana 
luointaining churches, noniellowshipping 
slaveholders, and by their preaching and 
circulating, by colporteurs, books and trac^ 
condemning slavery as a heinous sin, and ed- 
ucating the people to freedom, justice and true 
religion, combined, aroused slaveholders and 
their satellites in several counties to mob yio- 
lencc-to the burning of one house of wonMnp. 
a school house and a private bouse. Tn July 
last, Mr. Fee. while preaching in Rockcastle 
county, was dragged out by a mob of some 
forty men, and was in their hands m great 
(jajj.ypr for several hours. In January jtist, 
in another county, another mob of siniilar 
character and numbers, violently seized him 
while preaching, and a colporteur, Mr. Jones, 
took them to a lonely place on the Kentucky 
river, and demanded a promise tluit they 
would not come into the county again ; fail- 
in"- to s^ecure that, they caused them to be 
strippe<l ; Mr. Jones was cruelly whipped on 
the naked back, but when Mr. Fee was bowed 
down to receive the strokes, they desisted, 
and after taking them nine mile^, left them. 
Tlie mob have endeavored to intimidate the 
missionaries and anti-slavery people to induce 
them to move away or cease their Christian 
anti-slavery efforts. Last year several revi- 
vals took place, and recently success has at- 
tended the preaching of the Word m the con- 
version of souls to Christ. Schools arc now 
prosperous, quiet reigns, and all arc much 
encouraged. 

The eflbrt of Mr. Fee and others to estal> 
lish an Institution of learning in Kentucky, 
and to invite emigrants from the free States 
is creating interest, and it is hoped will early 
succeed. 

In North Carolina our missionary is well 
r'-ccived, and though rwlical in his sent;, 
monts upon slavery, he has congregations 
iuUvas large as preachers of a pro-slayery 
clrfrt^ cter. The anti-slavery churches, eight 
in number, need the labors of some others 
who may soon be commissional by us. 

Wo have had a missionary itinerating ex- 
tensivcly in Missouri the past winter, who 
o i\-es encouraging accounts of the field m ref- 
erence to anti slavery as well as other inter- 
c^t^ He was engaged with others m pro- 



tracted meetings, resulting in the hopeful 
conversions of nuny souls. 

We are endeavoring to increase our eltorta 
in the slave States, and on their borders, 
by missionih'les and colporteurs. We uet d 
men and monev for this great work, i he 
proposition by circular some few moiitlis 
.«ince for the formation of Childrtm's Anti- 
Slavery Missionary Societies, to aid in the 
work, is beginning to create interest, and 
orders are coming in for the certificates ot 
membership. Si>ecimons of the certificate 
are circulated in this meeting, and it is hop- 
ed that ministers of the Gospel, pim-nts, 
superintendents and other friends ot Sabbath 
schools and missions, will forward thecnter- 

Who that loves his country, the church 
of Christ, the souls of men, tiie bond and 
free, will not co-operate with us in the vari- 
ous ways indicated by our constitution aiui 
measures to give the (iospel to the destitute 
throughout the land ? 

An address was nmue by Rev. C F. Mar- 
tin, missionary from Kgypt, in reference to 
missionary operations in that countrv m be- 
half of the Copts. Among other things, it 
was stated that tlie Roman Catholics were 
making strong efiforts, particularly among 
the Copts, to obtain convert. Great num- 
bers of the people were anxious to oblam 
the Scriptures, and many by purchase. 1 lie 
field was promising, and all that wasneetlcd 
was the consecration of men and means to 
the glorious work. , 
Rev. Mr. Webster of Hopkmton offered 
prayer, and a hvmn was sung by the congre- 
gation, after which Doctor Cheever was in- 
troduced as the next speaker. 



Certificateafor Children's Anti-Slavery Societies. 

These rertificates on fin« paper, printed in two 
colors, with handPonie and instrucuve »»lu*>tra- 
tion8, m»ybe ordered of the Treasurer, LewW 
Tappan. by maW, in any numbers, at the rats ot 
$2Ver hundred, which includes "I'^n^^Vk/ p 
taee. Thev may also be ordered ot John ir. 
Jelett, 20^Va.hington St . Boston, on the same 
terms PiDKle 8peciir,en.s will be sent to guf*r- 
intendenls of Sabbath Schools or Societies, sf 
ordered, without charge. 



BBIEF OUTLINE OF THE HISTORY OF THE 
AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION. 

TuE Amkuican MissioNAUY Association 
was formed in September mG. Four Asso- 
ciations, that had existed fome years previous- 
ly, were merged in it. viz. : the -Amistad 
Committee." the " Union Missionary Society, 
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the " Western Erangelical Missionary Socie- 
ty." and the " Coinmittoe for the West India 

THE AMrSTAD COMMITTEE 

Was formod in New York, in 1839, to protect 
the libertiL's of forty-two negroes, recently 
stok'ii from Africa, carried to Havana, and 
therft illegally sold as plaves. While on their 
wuy from Havana to Principe in the Spanish 
schooner AmUtad, they rose upon their en- 
Flivvorn and recovered their liberty. On the 
27th of August, 1839, Lieut. Gedney, of the 
U. S. Nm fell ia with the Amistad, and 
brought her 'mid the United States, where 
tliey were claimed by the Spaniards as 
slaves. This claim, though backed up by 
the highest officers ot the United States Gov- 
ernment, was set aside by the Supreme Court 
of the United States, which in 1841 proclaim- 
ed the captives Fkbk. 

In the mean time, the Committee had caus- 
ed them to be ins*tructcd in the elements of 
kaowlcdg'! and of Cliristiauity, and proposed 
to establish a mission in Africa, in connec- 
\vith their return to their native country, 
Mendi. As the funds had been contributed 
by persons of various denominations, most 
of whom were of anti-slavery principloa, it 
was thought proper to make the mission anti- 
slavery, evan.i^elical and anti-sectarian in ita 
character. Accordingly, the following reso- 
lution was adopted : 

Resolved, That it would bo contrary to the 
feelings and principles of a large majority of 
of the donors Q the Amistad fund, and of the 
frit'nds of the liberated Africans, to connect 
their return with any Missionary Society that 
Folicits or receives donations from slave- 
holders. 

.\s the Coramltteo were too fully occupied, 
either in their own pursuits, or in promoting 
the anti-slavery enterprise, to establish a mia- 
fiion, it was their anxious desire that some 
existing Society should receive ihe Mendians, 
and expenl the balance of the fund in con- 
diioting them to Africa, and establishing, a 
Mission at Mcndi. To this end overture* 
were made to the Prudential Committee* of 
the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Mission?, who declined the opportu- 
nity, connected as it was with the above reso- 
Uuion. Under these circnmstanccs, the Com- 
mitteft felt it their duty lo forwand ; and, 
lu November, 1841, the Meuaians sailed from 



New York f-r Africa, accomjiftQied by Rev. 
William Raymond and wife, and Rer. Jamqs 
Steele, by whom the Meudi Mission was estab- 
lished. In their address the Commlttoo said ;— 

Wc have assured the public. In our appHca- 
tions for fund* for this Mission, that we do 
not desire the oftorings of uiirighteousnefis, 
and cannot receive money from siaveholdera 
for the conversion of the heathen. It has 
been done in no spirit of unkindness, but in 
the hope that they will be bn>ught to repent* 
ance m'lch sooner through such declarati'^as, 
than when Christian societies receive their 
money, and virtually say to them, ♦* You are 
true to Christ and his poor." 

The Amistad Committee were man after 
merged in the 

UNION MISSIONARY SOCIETY; 

The sixth article of whose Constitution says : 

This Society, in collecting its funds, select- 
ing its fields of labor, appointing its officers, 
missionariea and a^jents, will endeavor par- 
tlctilarly to JucmtnUnance tlaverif. and especial- 
ly by refuf '.ng to receive the known fruits 
unrequite»', labor. 

THE WESTERN EViVNGELICAL MIS- 
SIONARY SOCIETY 

Was formed by the Western Reserve Associ- 
ation, in 1843. Its primary object was to 
prosecute missionary operations among the 
Western Indians. It proposed to be in cor- 
respondence with the Union Missionary So- 
ciety, being based on similar principles. The 
eighth article of the Constitatlon says : 

This Society shall not solicit, or knowing- 
Iv receive the wages of oppression, especialiy 
the price of the bodies and souls of men, for 
the prosecution of the work of the Lord. 

This Society established a mission among 
the Ojlbue [or Chippeway] Indians in Minne- 
wta Territory, which they sustained till 18i8, 
when they became merged in the Ambricak 

MlSSIOKARY A.S.SOCIATIOX. 

COMMITTEE FOR THE WEST INDIA 
MISSIONS. 
Five Congregational ministers sailed from 
New York, in the fall of 1839, for Jamaica.— 
They went in the eipectation of receiving a 
plain support from the emancipated people, 
among whom thoy should lakr. The good 
hand of the Lord went before them, so that 
shortly they were located at as many dillcr- 
ent stations—four of thorn entirely new. They 
soon found that tbei' expectations in refer- 
ence to 6 support would be disappointed, and 
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as there were no missionary bodies in the 
JJnitod States from which they couUl obtain 
aid, they were somotimoa rcdnccd to distress- 
ing privation. In \BAi a Committee wiia 
forraod in this country, consisting of W. Jack- 
eon, J. P. Wiiliston, Miirsball S. Scudder, 
Prof. William Smyth, Josiah Ciiapin, Lewis 
Tappun, Samuel Omgood, D.D,. Rev. Amos A. 
Plielps, James M. Whiton, John M. Whiton, 
and John T. Norton, to receive and forward 
funds for the support of this mission. At the 
formation of the American Missionary Asso- 
ciation, the Mission was transferred to its care. 
ORIGIN OF THE AMERICAN MISSION- 
ARY ASSOCIATION. 

Early in 1846, a call was issued for a Con- 
vention of friends of Bible Missions, to bo 
hold at Syracju'e, N. Y. On the 18th Febru- 
ary, the meeting was held. An address pre- 
pared by the Rev. A. A. Phelps, was read, in 
which he spoke of the position of the Ameri- 
can Board of Commissions for Foreign Mis- 
sions, with regard to slavery, idolatry, po- 
lygamy, and caste ; and showed that the 
method of dealing with these evils by the 
Board, was not conformed to reason or Scrip- 
ture, oi- the lessons of actual experience. The 
following is the concluding paragraph of this 
able address : 

Fbibnds Of CiiRWT : Our testimony is be- 
fore yon. We iMJar it in sadness, but in ear- 
nest. We lift it up as our note of warning 
ond remoustrauce. We pray you to hear and 
hct'd us. We seek amendment and change. 
Believe us, we have reached a point where 
this must come, or the missionary work isa 
reproach and wreck. In one form or another, 
G'hI willing, wu must have them. And in 
relerence thereto, in the eloquent and pro- 

i)hetic language of the author of the Natural 
llst'.iry of Enthusiasm, allow us to ask you, 
and especially the directors of the missionary 
work—" (no*) not a time come when those 
who readily confess themselves to sustain, as 
Chiistians,* a responsibility toward the world 
at large, and who are even forward in claim- 
ing their >evcral pharos of this responsibility 
— when such, pausing a moment in. their 
course of zealous enterprise, shall, with an 
ingenuous dread of meeting at last the Divine 
reproof instead of approval, set themselves 
to inquire whether the (Jhristutnity they are fend- 
ing /rom land to hnd is not haded with somfMal 
disparagement, such ns forbids its wide extension 

A Committee was appointed on the subject 
of calling a general Missionary Convention. 

Agreeably to the call of this Committee, a 
CoaTeatioQ was held at Albany, oa the 2d 



and 3d of September following. Brethren 
attended from six or more States. Two daya 
and one evening were occupied in a ft'ce and 
harmonious discussion of the great principles 
of the missionary enterprise, in forming a 
constitution of a now association, electing 
officers, and in preparing an address to the 
Christian public. The following extracts will 
show the general scope of the Address : 

1. Tlie time has come, when those who 
would sustain missions for the pi-opagati(»u 
of a pure and free Chiistiamty. should in^jti- 
tute arrangements for gathering and sustain- 
ing churciios in heathen lands, from which 
the sins of castt», polygamy, slaveholding, and 
the like, shall be excluded, by the terms of 
admission, o? by disciplinary process. 

2. The disciples of Christ are, at all times, 
under solemn obligations to employ such 
methods and initrumentalitie^, and such only, 
in the propagation of Christianity, as accord 
with its genius and doctrines, with the teach- 
ings of Christ and his Apostles, and the ex- 
amples of the first Christians. 

3. The present crisis in the cause of mis- 
sions affords a favorable opportunity for the 
review of existing usages and methods of 
missionary elfort ; of comparing them with 
the New Testament standard, and discarding 
whatever may l>e found wrong or defective. 

Chistianity wages an uncompromising war- 
fare against all forms of sin, public as well as 
private ; social, political, and organic, as well 
as individual ; eius sustained, authorized, 
enacted, and even required and enjoined by 
civil rulers, as well as sins forbidden and 
punished hy them ; and ministers of the gos- 
pel, Christians and Christian churches, should 
themselves abstain from, and reprove in oth- 
ers, the one class of these sina as fully as the 
other ; making no disUnctiou between thera 
in their teachings, their examples, their terras 
of church membership, or their administra- 
tion of church discipline. 

(,Miristianity is to be propagated by a fall 
and clear exhibition of the truth, faithfully 
proclaimed and applied, as " the sword of the 
Spirit," by the living preacher, proclaimino: 
and applying the truth as the ambassador of 
Chnst; by the distribution of the Scriptures, 
and kindred instrumentalities ; by Christian 
churches, scripturally constituted, adminis- 
tered, and disciplined, to show in their seve- 
ral members, atf example, what Christianity i?, 
in all the relations and conduct of life, and 
also for the mutual and better edification of 
the members themselves, till they " all come 
in the unity of the f:\ith, and of the know- 
ledge rf the Sou of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the ful- 
ness of Christ." 

" A church composed only of hopeful con- 
verts, independent, and, as far as man governs 
it, self-governed, is our view of New Testa- 
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ment polity, and onr Bclieme of modem mis- 
eloi) !<.•'■ 

" To attempt to reform, by fraternization, 
the corrupt uatior.al cliurchce uf the ¥mi. is, 
wi! believe, a fruitloss t'ftort," inconsistent 
with the purity of the missionary enterprise, 
and the int^^grity of the ruissionRries iht-m- 
«'lv«n. The same ip true in regard to corrupt 
and tipostiite churclies everywhere. We 
thorefore eccoant it a perversion of ChriRtian 
institulions. to receive into the churches, 
without " fruits mi-oi for repentance," the 
proud Brnhmin, remaining ptoud, and refu- 
finjr to embrace fraternally the raan cf low 
caste ; the oppressive ruler, ofiil remaining 
oppressive, and not dispensing justice to the 
?!.bj»'ci ; the polygamist refusing to conform 
Lis life to the law of Christiaa chafility, and 
the slave master refusing to desist from hia 
" violation of the natural rights of man, by 
" breaking the bonds of the hiave." And the 
pmctice of receiving eiich flagrant, habitual, 
und determined transgressors into the church- 
es, mider the idea that they are converted, 
while refusing to abandon their cherisbcd 
and darling sins, and with the vain hope thai 
the privileges of church membership and the 
spfcidl ordinances of the gofptl — baptism and 
the Lord's supper— will work out " the great 
moral transformation" afterwards, we hold to 
be a glaring departure from the principles 
and the usages of evangelical Christians, 
te nding to foster the grossest delusioHc and 
involving some of the worst elements of the 
enperstitiona and corruptions of Romftpi'^na 
itself. 

All missionary operations, everywhere, like 
all Christian activities and effort?, should aa- 
tume it as a first principle, to which all 
Christian arrangements should be adjusted, 
that thft State, o r civil power, may not dic- 
tate the religion of its subjects, nor mould the 
form or manner of religious instruction, wor- 
ship, or polity. 

Churches gathered in heathen lands, like 
all other churches, should do their own work, 
discharge their own duties, bear their own . 
respousibilities, and therefore, so far and so 
Boon as God confers the ability upon th^m, 
they should sustain Christian preaching 
among themselves, without remaining depen- 
dent for it upon Christians in foreign lands. 

It is a false view that missionaries to the 
heathen are bound to make greater pecuniary 
sacrifices, and endure greater privations in 
the work of converting the w^orld, than their 
brethren at home, who send and sustain them. 

We maintain, in opposition to usages which 
now so eyteusively prevail, that Christianity 
is best propagated abroad, by a strict adhe- 
rence to the same principies and methods 
that are essential to its best growtib and de. 
veiopment at horn, 

It is a false, unscriptural, and mischievous 
error, that christian ministers laboring among 
the heathen and called "missionaries," shonld 
be expected to surrender that ministerial in- 
dependence and "parity," or equality, wMch 



is so highly prized, so justly chfr'ahcd. and 
eo jealously guarded, by their brethren io the 
ministry at home. 

Each local church, that (with the 9ame 
strict economy of its inembcrij and ministers 
that It would expect of a niissiomiry) poesess- 
es the pecuniary niortns of sustaining ft* own 
mis.*-ionary abroad, should f«'<'l it ft privilege 
tc do so. Two or more churches in the vi- 
cinity of each other, and unable singi v to 
sustain each its own missionary in the field,, 
might co-operate in sending out and sustain I 
ing the man of their choice, individuals, 
having the means, or able to obtain them of 
others, may with propriety send oat and sus- 
tain mi8!>ionarie8 of their own. The support- 
ers of a missionary have the conimon right of 
all Christians to advise and ^ulmoaish their 
brethren. 

The new Society was called the Ambwcan 
MissioKART AasocfATiON', iuto which the other 
Societies named were subsequently merged. 
The following articles form a part of its Con- 
stitution: 

Art. II. The object of this Society shall 
be to send the gospel to those portions of our 
own and other countries which are destitute 
of it, or which present open and urgent fields 
of effort. 

Aet. III. Any person of evangelical senti- 
ments, who profes.<»es faith in tha Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is not a slaveholder, or in the 
practice of other immoralities, and who con- 
tributes to the funds may become a memlxir 
of the Society, and by the payment of thirty 
dollars, a life-member ; provided that chil- 
dren and youth who have not professed their 
faith, may be constituted life-members with- 
out the privilege of voting.* 

Art. Vlll. This Sf^ciety, in collecting 
funds, in appointing officers, agents, and mis- 
sionaries, and in selecting Qelds of labor and 
conducting the missionary work, will endea- 
vor particularly to discountenance slavery, 
by refusing to receive the known frcits of 
unrequited labor, or to welcome to its employ- 
ment those who hold their fellow-beings as 
slaves. 

Art. IX Churches and other local mis- 
sionary l)odies, agreeing to the principles of 
this Society, and wishing to appoint and sus- 
tain missionaries of their own, ^hall be sn- 
titleil to do so through the agency of tho 
Executive Committee, on terms mutually 
agreed upou. 



" By evangelical sentiments we understand, 
among others, a belief in the guilty end lost, 
condition of ail men without a Savior ; the 
Supreme Deity, incarnation and atoning sacri- 
fice of Jesus Christ, the only Savior of the 
world ; the necessity of regeneration by the 
Holy Spirit ; repentance, faith, and holy 
obedience, in order to Kilration ; the immor- 
tality of the soul ; and tbe retrlbations oi 
the Judgment, in the eternal punishment of 
the wicked, and galvatioc of righteoug. 
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mSSIONAEY ENTEEPEISE. 

In our regular isgue for July, we pre- 
sented some thoughts relative to the gta.n- 
deaf and importance of the missionary work, 
and the duty of all to engage in some bvaiich 
• of it, and connected with it an appeal in 
behalf Of the American Missionary Associ- 
ation. We hero give the latter half of that 
article. 

In our labors we have, from the first, en- 
joyed, the hearty co-operation of an increas- 
ing number of earnest, devoted, self-denying 
christians in all parts of the country, from 
mi',uy of whom we frequently receive ex- 
pressions of a deep interest both iu our un- 
compromising principles, and in the hhovs 
of our missionaries. 

Al tho' the annual receipts of the Associa- 
tioTi have never been great, they have never- 
theless been sufficient to gradually extend the 
iriHuence .of our principles,^ to supply a 
preached Gospel to various destitute places 
in the West, in Kansas, and in Slave States, 
to secure the organization of many cbristiau 
i churches, to aid many feeble ones, not a few 
of whom have become self-sustaining and 
contributors to our Treasury, and to main- 
tain missionaries in foreign and heathen 
lands, some of whom preach Christ where 
otherwise he had not been named. The 
favor of Uod, both in blessing the labors of 
our missionaries and raising up friends to 
sustain them, has been cheering, and has 
encouraged ;\ gradual enlarging of our ope- 
rations. It has been an abiding incentive, 
to increasing eSbrt, and an argument against 
any tendency to unbelief. 

Hitherto, when from any cause, either 
of temporarily diminished contributions, or 
passing , ^demands for increased expendi- 
tures, we haye appealed to the frieudb of 
Christ, and of our principles, for needed 
aid, relief has almost uniformly been 
promptly and fully given, by those whose 
agents, and fellow laborers, we are in this 
work. Sooii" after the commencement of 
this years operations, owing to the commer- 
cial and financial embarrtissmenta of the 
countfy, there was a disastrous falling o0 
in the contributions to all missionary and 
other benevolent causes, in which our As- 
sociation suffered in common with all others. 
In the American Missionary for November 
this fact was stated, accompanied by the as- 



surance, that unless relief was speedily ob 
tained, we could see noway to meet our obli' 
gallons, ayid supply our missionaries. An 
early and favoraijie response to this appeal 
gave us temporary t^lief ; but it was only 
temporary, and up to the present time there 
is a falling off of receipts, of at'ieast twenty- 
five per cent, as compared with the recxjipts 
of the preceding year, while a correspond- 
ing diminution of expenditures is from the 
nature of the case impossible. Nearly rill 
the expenses of the current year are neces- 
sitated by the progress of previous years, 
and obligations assumed before or just at its 
commenticmcnt. 

In this emergency we have no hope of 
being able to meet our obligations, and sav- 
ing our missionaries from distress, but 
through the blessing of God upon a new 
appeal to our fellow laborers and christians 
in general. The exceedingly limited solicit- 
ing agency employed by the Association 
can reach but tlie most meagre minority of 
those who now contribute to the misaiouifry 
work tbfo' our Treasury, or who would do 
so if made acquainted with the prinoiplra 
and operations of the Association. The 
great majority of those who communicate 
to our necessities and those of our mission- 
aries, mu3t do it directly thro' the post 
oEfiee. We are well satisfied that none of 
them would have us do less for the heathen 
world, less to build up the waste places and 
supply the destitutions of our own country, 
less to aid in the publication of a pure anti- 
slavery Christianity in the slave States, or, 
in a word, less for the conversion of this 
world to God. I3ut we can do nothing 
without their co-operation ; present help to 
a very large amount Is needed, and for tliis 
we make our appeal. 

But about two months of the current fi- 
nancial year yet remains, during which from 
fifteen to twenty thousand dollars viiW be re- 
quired to meei our pressing necessities ; a 
large sum compared with the average re- 
ceipts of that time, but a small sum regard- 
ed as a special thank offering to God for- 
spiritual mercies received during the year, 
in which so many thousands of families have 
participated. How can those who have 
recently enjoyed, for the first time, the bless 
ing of converting grace, or who rejoice in 
the recent conversion of relatives and friends, 
better testify their gratitude for these un- 
speakable blessings, than by contributing 
freely to extend the same blessings to the 
perishing heathen, and to the most destitute 
and the enslaved in our own land. 

Our treasury is at present largely over- 
drawn, our necessities are burdensome and 
great, and we look for a prompt and liberal 
response from the friends of the R^eemer. 



